
who are in need (Romans 12:13; 

Matthew 10:42), and commends 

those who exercise it well (e.g., 

1 Timothy 5:10).   The Bible is 

full of stories of the dangers of 

hospitality denied (Genesis 19; 

Judges 19), and the blessings of 

hospitality shown (Genesis 18)  

– and sometimes both of these 

at once (1 Samuel 25; Hebrews 
13:2).  There are directions on 

how to be hospitable graciously 

(1 Peter 4:7; James 2; 1 Corin-

thians 11).  It‘s such an impor-

tant topic, in fact, that two 

whole books of the New Testa-

ment (2 John, 3 John) are essen-

tially devoted to dealing with 

the limits and obligations of 

hospitality among the faithful. 

 
As we enter the Advent season, 

one of the places we can see 

hospitality played out on the 

Biblical stage is in the stories of 
Christmas, the Nativity narra-

tives.  If we look behind and 

between the curiosity of the 

simple shepherds, the journey 

and gifts of the Magi, the praise 

songs of the angel choir, and 

even the flight of the Holy Fam-

ily into Egypt, we can discern 

important insights about our 

own experience and ministry of 

hospitality – good for us to 

reflect on as we recall and re-

experience the story of the 

coming of Christ. 

 
It‘s also true that Advent is one 

of those times when we have an 

unusual opportunity to show 

hospitality here at Trinity.  Our 

W 
riting this month‘s 

column, I‘m getting 

excited about our 

annual celebration of God‘s 

good gifts to us on Thanksgiving 

Day.  As we do most years, our 

family (the three of us in the 

East, anyway) plans to spend the 

holiday with our little branch of 

the Harrell clan at my parents‘ 
home.  I have the great blessing 

of being both the husband and 

the son of wonderful culinary 

artists; and my mother is re-

nowned for the spread she puts 

out (with Dad‘s apron-clad help, 

of course) in three dimensions: 

variety, tastiness, and sheer 

groaning magnitude. 

 
My mom has a real gift for hos-

pitality.  Some of which is surely 

natural: God gave her a gracious 

heart.  Some came with the 

package she got from growing 
up in North Carolina. Both 

genes and the Southern ―y‘all 

come‖ ways of a farming com-

munity played their role.  Too, 

she had some good models to 

draw on, as we have heard 

about over the years, often 

around their table. 

 
But there‘s more to it than just 

those things!  You see, I‘ve 

watched her cultivate this gift of 

hospitality over the years, in 

good times and lean, with kind 

people and mean, until at last 
her welcome has been honed to 

a fine edge, and appears effort-

less (though it‘s not!), and 

seems to have become an in-

separable part of who she is. 

 

I expect that, right about now, 

you‘re thinking about someone 

in your life, maybe in your fam-

ily, who has the same gifts, who 

has so molded their gift of hos-

pitality around them, that it 

seems to be part of their skin. I 

hope so. 

 
One of my favorite ways of 

experiencing Mom‘s gracious 

spirit comes out every Thanks-

giving.  She takes extra care to 

help us feel right at home, by 

having favorite foods at the 

table.  For me, that includes 

sauerkraut (the way she pre-

pares it) or her special mari-

nated mushrooms.  My sister 

fancies industrial-strength por-

tions of creamed potatoes and 

stuffing, and pumpkin pie 

adorned with both ice cream 

and whipped topping.  As the 

family‘s grown over the years, 
the faves of our spouses, chil-

dren, and sundry other kin have 

periodically appeared, as if by 

magic, at the table or on the 

sideboard.  It‘s one way that 

Mom has of lovingly acknowl-

edging that while we‘re all spe-

cial to her, we‘re also all differ-

ent, even as she tailors the feast 

to be an expression of love. 

 
Hospitality is more than just a 

nice feature of life, a gift that 

some have in spades and others 

try to imitate. Christians see it 
as a virtue – by that meaning 

one of those strengths the Holy 

Spirit is building into us.  We 

recognize it as a spiritual disci-

pline, as well.  The Scripture 

links it to sharing with those 
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The Highlighter 

“She will bring 

forth a son to 

birth and when 

she does, you 

Joseph, will 

name him    

Jesus—’God 

saves’ - because 

he will save his 

people from 

their sins.” 

 

Matthew 1:22       
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Celebrating The Most Wonderful Time of the Year!  

The Advent      

Conspiracy 
 
The story of Jesus' 

birth is a story of 

promise, hope, and a 

revolutionary love.  So 

what happened?  What 

was once a time to 

celebrate the birth of a 

Savior has somehow 

turned into a season 

of stress, traffic jams, 

and shopping lists.... 

and when it's over, 

many of us are left 

with presents to re-

turn, looming debt 

that will take months 

to pay off, and this 

empty feeling of 

missed purpose.  The 

Advent Conspiracy 

asks the simple ques-
tion: What if Christ-

mas became a world-

changing event 

again?  Join us to dis-

cover the possibili-

ties....Sundays, Decem-

ber 6, 13 & 20 from 6-

7 p.m., led by Jack 

Woodford and Linda 

Horty in Room 317. 

Sign up in the gather-

ing room. The cost is 

just $9. 

Celebrate 

Blessings, Thanks & Prayers  

Congratulations to Whit & Lisa Davis who‘s daughter Julia was born November 3 weigh-

ing 10 lbs.   

William (Billy) Marshall Wood who was baptized October 25. His proud parents are Kevin 

and Carey Wood; and Jerry Alexander (Alex) Jones, III who was baptized November 1. His 

proud mom is Amiee Lynn Jones 

 

Our Sympathy to the families of Marie Denton (mother of Julie and Mark Denton) and 

James Oliver (father of Terese Wells) who passed away last month 

 
Ongoing Prayers for Those Who Have Been Hospitalized Over the Last 

Month…Genevieve Fowler & Anna Mae Denton  

  

Don‘t forget to call and visit our nursing home residents. 

Calvert Nursing Center 85 Hospital Rd., Prince Frederick, MD 20678: Peggy Sutton 

Asbury Assisted Living: Shirely Jacobson (#122AL) 

Asbury Nursing Center: Marie Denton, Ed Hayes 

Solomons Nursing Center P.O. Box 1509 Solomons, MD 20688: Frances Sherbert 
The Hermitage 13325 Dowell Rd., Solomons, MD 20688: Beth Emerson, Joann Dardin 

#114 

Advent Devotionals 

 
Once again this year we have 

a variety of Advent devotion-

als for you in the Gathering 

Room. Please pick one up and 

spend a few minutes each day 

reading and praying on the 

real meaning of the Christmas 

season.  

 

Christmas Eve Services 

 
Join us for Christmas Eve 

services Thursday, December 

24. We begin at 5 p.m. with 

our children‘s service fol-

lowed by a contemporary 

service at 7 p.m. and finally 

more traditional candlelight 

services at 9 and 11 p.m. The 

11 p.m. service will include 

Holy Communion. 

 

Christmas Day Service 

 
A special Christmas morning 

worship service will be held at 

10 a.m. in the sanctuary Fri-

day, December 25. 

Get Your News           

Electronically 

Want to see the newsletter in 

full color, save the church on 

postage, and keep the earth 

green? Then opt to receive 

your newsletter via email. 

You‘ll be one of the first to 

get your news from Trinity 

without waiting by the mail-

box. To sign up for the elec-

tronic version, simply email 

churchof-

fice@trinityumchurch.org or 

call 410.535.1782 and we‘ll 

add your name to the growing 

list! 

Deaf Interpretation  

Available 

Did you know that every 

other Sunday at the 9:30 am 

service we offer deaf inter-

pretation of the worship ser-

vice? Your next opportunities: 

December 13 & 27.  

The Purpose of        

Christmas 

Families in Faith is beginning a 

new 3-week study on the 

Purpose of Christmas by Rick 

Warren December 6 down-

stairs in the old Angelus class-

room. For more information, 

or to join the study, simply 

email Mike Monsma at mon-

sma@IEEE.org. 

 
Fair Trade Coffee     

Available Each Week! 

 
We are selling 12 oz. bags of 

our famous fair trade coffee in 

the Gathering Room each 

Sunday between services. We 

offer a variety of blends from 

dark roast to a mild breakfast 

blend. Each bag is only $7 and 

you‘ll be helping UMCOR‘s 

relief efforts around the 

world with your contribution. 

The coffee is located in the 

closet and there is a box to 

leave your donation. 

mailto:churchoffice@trinityumchurch.org
mailto:churchoffice@trinityumchurch.org


Order Your Easter Lily  

Church School Prepares for the Holidays 
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Here We Go „a 

Caroling 

Join us Sunday, De-

cember 20 as we go 

caroling in the Prince 

Frederick area. We 

will meet in the 

church parking lot at 

4:30 p.m. and head off 

to nearby neighbor-

hoods for caroling by 

5 p.m. If you would 

like to get into the 

holiday spirit and join 

us, just meet in the 

parking lot at 4:30 

p.m. The more the 

merrier! 

 
The Hole in Our 

Gospel 

 
Rich Stearns, presi-

dent of World Vision, 

has written a book 

that will literally 

change the way you 

view the world. If you 

haven‘t had a chance 

to read The Hole in 

Our Gospel, be in 

church Sunday, De-

cember 20 when we‘ll 

have a copy for each 

family. Pastor Charles 

is planning a sermon 

series and small group 

studies around it in 

the new year. You‘re 

going to want to be a 

part of what God is 

doing at Trinity and in 

the world! 

Connect 

O 
n November 29, the first Sunday of Advent, the Board of Childcare Stockings were given out 

to the children in their classes. We will be collecting stockings until the Sunday after Christ-

mas. Please encourage your children to fill the stockings and bring them to class. 

 

On Sunday, December 20, we will celebrate Jesus's Birthday Party. At this year's party, the children 

will watch the new Veggie Tales movie, St. Nicholas: A Story of Joyful Giving. We are asking families 

to donate Christmas cookies for the snack for that Sunday. Please bring cookies to the Church 

School office that Sunday or drop them off in the kitchen tagged for Jesus's Birthday Party. 

 

Church School is still searching for teachers to fill teaching positions in N2, PreK, 2nd grade, 4th 
grade and Middle School. Please search your hearts and give your time to the Christian education of 

the children of Trinity. 

 

Lastly, I'd like to thank the staff, teachers and families of Church School for the pleasure and honor of 

serving with you. I will be stepping down as Church School Superintendent at the end of the year. I 

am so blessed to have served such a wonderful and diverse group of children and youth. I look for-

ward to serving the Special Needs Ministry and the special needs. families of Trinity. 

Marianne Estornell, Church School Superintendent 

Pastor’s Column: Hospitality continued from page 1 

Winter Supper brings many 

people from the wider com-

munity and beyond, into the 

doors of our building and in 

contact with members of our 

Trinity family.  The special 

services of music, the high 

holy day services themselves 

– even just the reconnecting 

with a sense of tradition and 

the eternal: these bring long-

missed friends, guests, and 

visitors to us.  We want to go 

out of our way to show a kind 

and cheerful welcome. 

 
You never know: a warm 

smile, a kind word, getting 

someone a glass of water or a 

cup of coffee, taking some-

one‘s child to the right class-

room or finding a senior a 

good seat for hearing in the 

sanctuary – every act of hos-

pitality is one way of bringing 

a gift to Him who said, ―As 

you have done it to one of 

the least of these, you have 

done it to Me.‖ 
Trinity has a gift for hospital-

ity.  I often hear this from 

others visiting in our facility 

– as beyond the doors of the 

inn at Bethlehem – each new 

person who worships with us, 

or who makes their home in 

our community, represents an 

opportunity to re-learn and re-

practice once more what it 

means to show the gift of hos-

pitality in a unique way – tai-

lored for that person‘s needs. 

 
And as we welcome each of 

these, we welcome once more 

the One who came among us 

as a lowly Child, and gave His 

life for our redemption.  The 

Babe of Bethlehem, the Savior 

of the world. 

 
I look forward to sharing this 

Advent season with you.  

Meanwhile, if you‘ll excuse me, 

I think I‘ll join my sister in an-

other piece of pie.  With both 

the toppings. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Charles 

  

from other places, as well as in 

the stories shared by long-time 

Trinity folk about how they 

came to be attached here.  It is a 

gift.  But, like yours or mine (or 

Mom‘s), it is one that we want 

to continue to hone and refine 

as we extend the welcome that 

God has given us in accepting us 

through Christ, to those who 

come among us. 

 
That‘s true for the members of 

our church family.  It‘s especially 

true for guests and visitors, 

because they are also precious 

to Christ, and because they are 

church-family-to-be. 

 
When I was growing up and 

―company was coming‖, my sis 

and I would get the mini-lecture 

about how we needed to re-

member our manners and ―be 

on our best behavior‖ when the 

guests arrived.  I don‘t need to 

do that with you.  But in every 

family, we want continually to 

reaffirm our love and caring for 

one another, and a church family 

is no exception.  And beyond 

the doors of our church building 



Trinity‟s 45th Annual   

Winter Festival 

 

Trinity‘s Winter Festival will 

take place Saturday, December 

5 from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. If you 

like fried oysters, ham, candied 

sweet potatoes, macaroni & 

cheese, green beans, apple-

sauce, hot homemade biscuits 
and brownies, this is for you! 

The price for adults is $18, 

children 6-12 $9; children un-

der 6 get in free. Carry-out 

meals will also be available.  If 

you would like to do some 

shopping, there is a Country 

Store, Bake Table, Attic Treas-

ures, Christmas Décor, Chil-

dren‘s Secret Shoppe, Nut 

Shoppe, fresh greenery, a visit 

from St. Nicholas and the me-

lodious sounds of Unclouded 

Day. All of the shops this year 

will be located on the third 

floor of the new wing of the 

church in one convenient loca-

tion—and near the elevator for 

ease in getting up and down 

with all of your purchases.  

 

Of course, in order for all this 

to happen, we need bakers, 

cooks, sewers, crafters and lots 

of workers galore. Come out 

and lend a hand. You‘ll have a 

great time and learn the names 

of some of those folks who sit 

around you in church!  And 

you will be supporting your 

United Methodist Women, as a 

good portion of our budget 

comes from this event, which (I 

am pretty sure) was started 

mostly by women some 45 

years ago! We need folks on 

the Friday before to help out 

with sweet potatoes and then 

on Saturday we could use your 

help patting and frying oysters, 
serving in the dining room, 

doing dishes, hostessing, help-

ing children wrap their gifts to 

mom and dad and much, much 

more. Sign up sheets are lo-

cated in the Gathering Room.  

 

November Meeting 

 

In spite of a very windy, rainy 

day, some of our ladies were 

able to make it out for last 

month‘s meeting.  The business 

portion of our meeting was 

filled with plans for the Annual 

Winter Festival. In addition, we 

discussed the new Project 
ECHO facility, which is now 

open. Manager Lori Honig has 

advised that for the first 6-9 

months the residential capacity 

will continue at a maximum of 

25, and meals may still be pre-

pared at home and delivered in 

time for the 6:30 dinner hour.  

For those who would like to 

do it, you may use the Project 

Echo kitchen and prepare the 

meal there. We thank Karen 

Green for preparing the meal 

in November. JoAnn Williams 

and Wynne Maksimovic will 

again provide the meal in De-

cember, as they have done for 

many years now. In January 

2010, Linda Burns has volun-

teered to take this responsibil-

ity. Incidentally, the new Pro-

ject Echo building is located 

just behind the Housing Au-

thority on Main Street – 484 

Main Street. Their new tele-

phone number is 410-535-

0044.     Trinity is still doing 

the dinner meal on the second 

Tuesday of the month. If you 

would like to participate in this 

program, please give me a call. 

 

 In keeping with tradition for 

November, following the busi-

ness meeting, our annual 

World Thank Offering program 

was held, at which time monies 

were given in support of the 

mission projects of United 

Methodist Women.  There 
were readings from the Prayer 

Calendar telling of the work of 

missionaries serving both na-

tionally and internationally. 

 

 

 

December Meeting 

 

Our December meeting (which 

will be a joint gathering of the 

UMW and the Rachel Circle) 

will be held on Wednesday, 

December 9 from 11 am – 1:30 

pm at the Asbury-Solomons 

Retirement Community, in the 

Clubhouse in the South Build-
ing. Parking will be in the over-

flow parking space (ask  Wanda 

Wells 410-394-3344 for a map 

if you are in doubt as to its 

location and/or need other 

information). All ladies are 

invited to join us for this festive 

occasion. Please bring a cov-

ered dish to share, a small, 

wrapped gift for our annual 

Christmas exchange, and an 

offering for C.A.R.E.   

  

College Student Pen Pals 

 

This list has been updated, to a 

degree, but it still needs some 

tweaking. If you would like to 

help us keep in touch with our 

college students who are living 

away from home, give me a 

call. Participation can be as 

simple as mailing a card or 

note, or as ‗hands on‖ as bak-

ing, packing and mailing a batch 

of cookies.   

 

Invitation 

 

All ladies are invited to join us 

in both the Rachel Circle 

(where we are currently study-

ing Sudan) and the UMW Gen-

eral Meeting. In the event of 

bad weather, please contact 

the Church Office or the 

writer at home to be sure the 

meeting in which you are inter-

ested will be held. 

 
 Wanda Wells  410.394.3344 

 

 

  

 

 

                                                     

Trinity Gets Ready to Host 45th Winter Festival Dec. 5 
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Need Help? 

Dial 211 

During these times of 

economic crisis, Mary-

land families are hurting. 

Whether you need help 

paying for heat, electric-

ity or medication, avoid-

ing eviction or foreclo-

sure, looking for a new 

job or simply putting 

food on the table, there's 
a phone number you can 

call - 211 - to get help.  

 

Maryland's 211 centers 

are staffed by profession-

als who are trained to 

help callers with a broad 

range of needs, and who 

will connect callers with 

the right community-

based resources. This 

lifeline cuts through the 

confusion of Maryland's 

more than 500 toll-free 

and local numbers to 

provide timely and accu-

rate information that 

can, and will, save lives. 

 

Please go online to 

www.211.org for more 

information, and please 

spread the word about 

this lifeline to your fami-

lies, friends and 

neighbors. By working 

together and helping 

each other, we will make 

it through these very 

difficult times.  

 

Thank you 

Peter Franchot, State 

Comptroller 

 

 

http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=o4GmRr4yZ03InPqhJbc2A8zNvIcMFakt


Youth Need Your Help with Annual Mission to D.C. 

Safe Nights: December 13-20 at Trinity 
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Trinity UMC 

Christmas 

Ornaments 

are Back! 
 

Trinity UMC 

Christmas Balls are 

now on sale in the 

church office and in 

the Gathering Room 

between services each 

Sunday. The cost is just  

$10 per 

ornament. Quantities 

are limited - so don't 

delay. All of the 

proceeds benefit the 

Trinity Youth summer 

missions ministry. 

Giving Trees 

The Giving Trees are 

back and will be in the 

Gathering Room by 

the first Sunday in 

December. There will 

be an Angel Tree, one 

for Birthright of 

Calvert County and 

one for Roughside of 

the Mountain in New 

Mexico. Get your 

name soon as they go 

quickly! 

Serve 

T 
rinity‘s Youth Group is continuing their annual Christmas Day mission trip to D.C.‘s 

homeless community this year. You can help share the love of Christ by helping the 

youth collect the following supplies: 

 
 New or Gently Used: back packs (we need lots of these in dark colors), blankets, sleep-

ing bags, adult large & extra large coats, comfortable warm shoes/sneakers – all items 

should be freshly laundered 

 New: large or extra large men‘s thermals and men‘s underwear, socks, hats & gloves 
 Toiletries: soap and travel box, tooth brush & paste, shampoo, deodorant, or any travel-

sized toiletries from hotels 
 Non-perishable, Individual Serving Foods: fruit/applesauce cups, peanut butter crackers, 

gum, cookies, granola bars, candy, slim jims, bottled water, etc. 
 Fast Food Gift Cards for $5 or $10 for McDonald‘s or Subway (Please give these directly 

to the church office, Dawn or Billy Higgs, Jack Woodford or Carol Wunderlich) 

 

All items except gift cards may be left at the display in the Gathering Room before December 

20. Please help us out by not bringing in items that are not on the list or are badly worn. 

Thanks so much for your caring and support. 

Coincidence is when God chooses to remain anonymous.  

F 
or the third year in a 

row, Trinity will be 

opening its doors to the 

community and taking part in 

the county-wide Safe Nights 

program. The program is de-

signed to give the homeless in 

Calvert County a warm, dry 

place to stay each night and a 

warm meal to nourish them.  

 
Trinity will host our guests 

Sunday, December 13 through 

the 20th. The program begins 

each evening at 7 p.m. and 

necessitates a number of folks 

to make it a success. There are 

openings in the kitchen 

(cooking and cleaning up—

breakfast and dinner), laundry 

help, folks to stay overnight 

and much more.  

This  ministry has been such a 

blessing for us at Trinity as well 

those we serve. Remember the 

words of Christ, ―whatever you 

did for the least of these, you 

did for me…‖ 

 
If you would like to give of your-

self this holiday season, there 

are sign-up sheets in the Gather-

ing Room.  

 

Christmas “Shopping” Ideas 

 
Tired of fighting to find a parking 

place at the mall only to walk 

miles and miles inside to pur-

chase something no one wants 

or needs anyway? Why not try 

doing all of your Christmas 

shopping from the comfort of 

your own home through your 

computer screen while mak-

ing a lasting difference in the 

world. This year, consider 

sponsoring a child through 

World Vision or Compas-

sion International, donating 

to UMCOR or Samaritan‘s 

Purse. Each of their web 

sites offers a myriad of op-

portunities to put your 

money to great use. Check 

them out at: 

 

www.worldvision.org 

 

www.compassion.com 

 
www.new.gbgm-umc.org/

umcor 

 

www.samaritanspurse.org 
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