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The Highlighter 

This Easter season, Trinity 

Church has embarked on a 

new journey in seeing, as we 

are about discerning Godõs 

vision for our future to-

gether. We have engaged the 

services of a consulting firm, 

TAG Consulting, to assist us 

in gathering the information 

we need to understand our-

selves and our community 

better, and to prepare to 

discern Godõs vision for the 

next part our churchõs life 

together. This journey has 

several steps, stretching 

across the year. Here are a 

few: 

 
Survey.  The TCIndex, which 

can be taken online or on 

paper (see instructions else-

where in the Highlighter), is 

our starting place for getting 

a read on our congregationõs 

sense of itself and its own 

health. All members and 

regular attenders  age 15 

and older are asked to fill 

out the TCI. Itõs important 

that Trinityõs participation be 

as broad as possible. If you 

havenõt done the survey, 

please do! The survey is 

open until the second week-

end in May. 

 

Focus Groups.  During May, a  

They gave him a piece of 

broiled fish, and he took it and 

ate it before them.  

Luke 24:42-43 

 

T 
he Bible passages 

from the gospels that 

we typically read dur-

ing Easter season ð that pe-

riod between Easter Day and 

Pentecost (this year, on 23 

May) ð have a lot to do with 

seeing.  This is because they 

describe Jesusõ time with His 

disciples after the resurrec-

tion: appearing, teaching, 

reassuring, preparing them 

for their own mission to 

come out in the world.  In 

fact, these passages are often 

a feast for the senses, if we 

read them paying attention 

to what they describe in 

terms of hearing, feeling, 

smelling, and even tasting 

(like the broiled fish, above). 

 
Yet above all, there is seeing.  

Mary Magdalene first sees 

the risen Jesus in the garden 

of the tomb (Matthew 28:1). 

The disciples, except for 

Thomas, see Jesus in the 

closed house; and when 

Thomas expresses doubt, 

the Lord appears to him, as 

well (John 20:19-29).  Simon 

Peter finds himself renewed 

and restored by Jesusõ persis-

tent questions and command 

that Peter take care of the 

sheep of Christ (John 21:15-

19). 

 
These appearances often 

hold highly significant teach-

ing for us. When Jesus ap-

pears to two disciples at the 

village of Emmaus (Luke 

24:28-35), we see that His 

presence is experienced 

when His faithful gather to 

remember His covenant with 

us, sealed by His death and 

celebrated in the Lordõs Sup-

per (òbreaking of breadó) ð 

an experience we share also. 

 
Jesusõ eating the fish shows 

that His was a bodily resur-

rection of the flesh, not sim-

ply the appearance of a 

ghostly spirit.  This was a 

wholly new kind of idea of 

life after death, something 

new and surprising and unex-

pectedly wonderful, that 

Jesus was showing His fol-

lowers is His gift to us. 

 
After Jesusõ resurrection, the 

disciples saw everything dif-

ferently: Jesus, the meaning 

of their own lives, the world 

we live in. It was as though a 

whole new dimension had 

been added to life. Not just 

for those who lived long ago, 

either: to be a Christ-

follower means to see life 

differently because of know-

ing Jesus. 
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òYou will      

receive power 

when the Holy 

Spirit has come 

upon you and 

you will be my 

witnesses in  

Jerusalem and 

in all Judea and 

Samaria and to 

the end of the 

earth.ó 

Acts 1:8 
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Let Your Voice Be HeardñTake the Survey 

Godõs Love 

Is a river 

that keeps on flowing 

and the sunrise 

that brightens up your 

day God's Love  

are the leaves 

that fall from the 

trees and a blanket 

that keeps you warm 

on a cold night 

God's Love  

is a rainbow after 

each storm 

and the four seasons 

of the year no matter 

what kind of weather 

God's Love  

will never change. 
 

By Jeannie Sturgess 

 
 

 

Holy    
Humor  
 
A family is greeting 

their pastor after the 

service. Junior looks 

up and declares, òMy 

dad says my mom is a 

pagan because she 

serves burnt offerings 

for dinner.ó 

Celebrate 

Blessings, Thanks & Prayers  

Congratulations toé  
¶ Luke Moreland Bylan who was baptized March 21. His parents are Joseph & Gayle Bylan; grand-

parents: Phil & Carolyn Mohler; great grandmother: Eleanor Dowell 

 

¶ Isabella Kay Souder who was baptized April 4. Her parents are Samson & Jessica 

Souder; grandparents: John & Debbie Whelan  

 

¶ Chas & Jennifer Frank who were blessed with the birth of a daughter March 16. Proud grandpar-

ents: Jon & Lonnie Frank; proud great-grandparents: Jack & Faye Hammett 

 

¶ Travis & Jennifer Pettko were blessed with birth of their daughter, Carol Ann Rose Pettko in 

March.  Proud grandparents: Lori & Marvin Hutchins; proud great-grandfather: Ralph Hutchins 

 

¶ New members William & Tammy Lynn Parker, Robert & Sharon Finlayson, Mary Mayhew, Karen 

Mohn, Pamyla Robison, Randy & Julie Stephens, Christine Lee 

 

Prayers foré 

Hammon Hobbs, Dot DeHaven, Joyce Bell, Betty Williams, Harry Hickey, Pam Robison, Donna Lange 

who were hospitalized last month 

 
Our Sympathy toé 

the families of Alta Godfrey (mother of John Godfrey); Raymond Farmer (father of Paula Bailey); 

Russell Boyd (husband of Marion Boyd); and Ed Hayes (husband of Margaret Hayes) 

who passed away last month 

TCIndex  

The Transforming Church 

Index (TCIndex) is a tool 

our church is using to 

gather input from our 

members and attendees on 

a variety of topics includ-

ing: Communications, Out-

reach, Member Satisfac-

tion, Financial Matters and 

others. Please take time 

between now and Monday, 

May 17 to take the survey. 

You can take it online by 

logging into http://

tcindex.tagsurvey.org. You 

will then be asked to enter 

your church ID. It is: 

tumc0410. Please pay care-

ful attention to type this 

log in exactly as it appears. 

You wonõt be allowed to 

log on if you have misspelled 

the log on or if you have 

used the wrong case. The 

next step is to enter our 

password. It is: prince. An-

swer each question accord-

ing to the instructions. When 

you have finished each set of 

questions, click òNextó at the 

bottom of the page. You may 

use the òPreviousó and 

òNextó buttons to navigate 

pages and change your an-

swers at any point while you 

are logged on. When you 

click òFinishó on the last 

page, your answers will be 

saved and you cannot change 

them. Thank you so much 

for participating in Trinityõs 

survey. It will really help us 

create a vision for our future. 

We would love to have 

100% participation by our 

attendees. This is one time 

that your voice really will 

count.  

 

Deaf Interpretation      

Available  

Every other Sunday at the 

9:30 am service we offer 

deaf interpretation of the 

worship services. Your 

next opportunities are May 

2, 16 & 30.  

 

To All Ministry Teams  
If you have events that 

need to be added to 

church calendar, please 

contact the church office 

410-535-1782 or churchof-

fice@trinityumchurch.org 

mailto:churchoffice@trinityumchurch.org
mailto:churchoffice@trinityumchurch.org


Order Your Easter Lily  

Help Fight Malaria ñBe a Buzzer Beater June 12 
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Free Movie Night: 

The Blind Side  

Last chance to attend a 

FREE MOVIE NIGHT 

before the summer 

break! Trinity welcomes 

you to a screening of 

òTHE BLIND SIDEó on 

Saturday, May 1st at 7 

pm in the sanctuary. 

This movie tells the 

inspiring, true story of 

Michael Oher, and the 

surprising turn of events 

that led to his draft into 

the NFL. Born in the 

projects of Memphis, in 

foster care since the 

age of seven, with-

drawn but caring Mi-

chael is eventually 

taken in by a Christian 

family on the other side 

of the economic spec-

trum. As Michael and 

the family members 

open their hearts to 

each other, they find 

their lives changed for-

ever. The movie is rated 

òPG-13ó (parents, there 

is some infrequent, 

situational language). 

Connect 

God loves everyone, but probably prefers 

"fruits of the spirit" over "religious nuts!"  

T 
he most exciting 

time of a basketball 

game is watching 

the team score right be-

fore the clock runs out--a 

buzzer beater. Life is excit-

ing when miracles happen. 

We have the chance to do 

both.  

 

I invite each of you to Be a 

Buzzer Beater for the 

many children in Africa 

who so desperately need 

our help. The clock is run-

ning out and every 30 sec-

onds a child dies of ma-

laria. United Methodists 

within the Baltimore-

Washington Conference, 

in partnership with the 

Nothing But Nets cam-

paign, are taking a shot at 

eradicating this epidemic in 

the next decade by provid-

ing insecticide-treated bed 

nets to families in Zim-

babwe. We are working to 

eradicate malaria by 2015. 

It will take a miracle but 

with Godõs help and your 

faith and support God will 

do great things.  

 

Join us on June 12 for Be a 

Buzzer Beater, a special 

event to stop the clock and 

save a life.  Bring your friends 

and family and enjoy a Wash-

ington Mystics basketball 

game, praise and worship 

with Urban Street Level, spe-

cial guest speaker Vanessa 

Baker (former Miss New 

Jersey), Elizabeth McKee 

Gore from the United Na-

tions Foundation and break-

out sessions for all.  This 

event is ideal for all ages and 

a portion of your ticket sale 

will purchase a net for Zim-

babwe. The event will be at 

the Verizon Center, Wash-

ington, DC.  

 

I thank God for all you have 

done for this ministry. From 

2007 through 2009 our goal 

was to raise $50,000 and you 

doubled that by raising 

$100,000, which allowed us 

to purchase 10,000 nets for 

our brothers and sis-

ters.  Presently, Zimbabwe is 

the only Afri-

can country 

that is totally 

supported for 

net distribu-

tion by gener-

ous contribu-

tions from 

the Baltimore-Washington 

Conference.  Since 2006, 

we have distributed 17,125 

nets in Zimbabweña 

country that would have 

otherwise not received 

these nets without your 

support.  However, we 

canõt stop, there are many 

more families in need of 

nets.  Join me and thou-

sands of others at this ex-

citing event. Letõs all be-

come Buzzer Beaters to 

continue to help our 

brothers and sisters in 

Zimbabwe.  

 

To register and learn more 

about Be a Buzzer Beater, 

please visit 

www.bwcumc.org/

Zimbabwe. 

http://www.bwcumc.org/Zimbabwe
http://www.bwcumc.org/Zimbabwe


T 
rinity United Meth-

odist Women met 

April 14 for a busi-

ness meeting and program 

where we learned about 

the Mobius strip. It is a 

mathematical object (ours 

was made out of paper). It 

has several curious proper-

ties. A line drawn starting 

from the seam down the 

middle will meet back at 

the seam but at the òother 

side.ó If continued, the line 

will meet the starting point 

and will be double the 

length of the original strip. 

We went on to learn how 

this curious object can be 

applied to mission.   

 
Project ECHO - As you 

know, your United Meth-

odist Women plan to con-

tinue to support dinners 

for Project ECHO, which 

are now being coordinated 

by Linda Burns.   Gina Mul-

ford and Wanda Wells have 

signed up for June. If you 

would like to participate in 

this community outreach 

program, please call Linda 

at 410-535-5331, cell 

phone, 410-610-6873.     

 
Rachel Circle ð The Ra-

chel Circle will meet on 

UMW: Making a Difference in Our Community  
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Graduating 

Seniors 

Weõre so proud of 

our graduating, hard 

working young 

adults this time of 

the year. If you have 

not already done so, 

please inform them 

about our BWC 

Scholarship Awards. 

Applications are 

available on our 

website 

www.bwcumc.org in 

the Resources sec-

tion. Applications 

are due by June 14.  
 

Sunday, May 23 we 

will be recognizing 

our 2010 high school 

graduating seniors at 

the 8 and 9:30 a.m. 

worship services 

with a cake and 

punch reception to 

follow in the Gather-

ing Room. All 2010 

graduates and their 

families are invited 

to attend. 

 

 

Ladies NightñMay 8th 

T 
he United Methodist Men will host their annual Ladies Night dinner Saturday, May 8 

at 6:30 p.m. All ladies are invited and please include your mother, daughter, grand-

daughter, niece and friends for a delicious meal with fun and fellowship. If you plan 

to attend, please call (410.535.1782) or email the office 

(churchoffice@trinityumchurch.org) to let them know how many will be in your party.  

Wednesday, May 12th at 

9:30 a.m., at which time, 

we hope to cover the final 

chapters in our study book 

on Sudan (The Beauty and 

Courage of Sudan), those 

chapters (4 & 5) being enti-

tled, òThe Dream of 

Peaceó and òThe Churchõs 

Moral Authority and Su-

danõs Dream of Peace.ó   

 
Plans for Our Final 

Meeting/Luncheon for 

the 2009 -2010 Year ð 

This is a relaxing get-

together as we get ready 

to disburse for the sum-

mer. Information regarding 

date and place will be given 

out later. 

 
Epworth House Mission 

Project Celebrates 46th 

Annual Spring Luncheon ð 

This was held at the Holi-

day Inn College Park 

Grand Ballroom, with 176 

attending. This event is 

sponsored each year by 

the United Methodist 

Women of the Greater 

Washington and Washing-

ton East Districts of the 

Baltimore-Washington 

Conference. In attendance, 

along with a number of 

dignitaries, was Esther Ag-

bosu, missioner-in-

residence. Esther will re-

ceive her Master of Divin-

ity degree in the gradua-

tion service on May 10 at 

the National Cathedral. 

The United Methodist 

Women of the Greater 

Washington and Washing-

ton East Districts of the 

Baltimore-Washington 

Conference presented the 

seminary with the usual 

$10,000 donation to assist 

in sponsoring the incoming 

missioner-in-residence for 

the next school year. Trin-

ity United Methodist 

Women have contributed 

to this project for many 

years. Why not mark your 

calendars for next yearõs 

luncheon, to be held 

March 8, 2011, again at the 

Holiday Inn College Park. 

 
Other Baltimore -

Washington Confer-

ence/District UMW 

Dates To Remember:  
May 15, 9 a.m.  ð Washing-

ton East District Annual 

Prayer Breakfast at St. Paul 

UMC, Oxon Hill                                                                                                                      

July 23 - 25 ð Cooperative 

School of Christian Mission 

 

 Wanda Wells 



P 
atuxent Habitat for 

Humanity serves 

Calvert and St. 

Maryõs Counties, offering an 

affordable housing option 

for low-income families.  

They build one or two new 

homes every year with the 

help of local volunteers.  

Every few years they hold 

an òApostleõs Buildó and 

enlist the help of local 

churches. Trinity partici-

pated in the last Apostleõs 

Build in 2006 and has com-

mitted to helping out with 

the upcoming 2010 Apos-

tleõs Build. 

 
What does that mean? It 

means our church will be 

providing financial support 

as well as labor and materi-

als to help build an afford-

able home for a working 

family in need. This yearõs 

Apostleõs Build home will be 

constructed on Mason 

Road, right here in Prince 

Frederick. Construction of 

the new, energy efficient, 

home will begin in mid to 

late summer and should be 

finished by Thanksgiving.  

Work crews will put in 

many Saturday hours, but 

week day work will also 

occur depending on the 

availability of volunteers. 
You can help! As the pro-

ject gets closer we will be 

asking for specific donations 

of materials or manual labor 

(people to help put on the 

roof, paint the interior, or 

make sandwiches for the 

crew). Look for sign-up 

sheets in the gathering 

room. At this time we are 

looking for three specialized 

donations. First and fore-

most, the project needs 

prayer. Secondly, we are 

looking for licensed profes-

sionals who are willing to 

commit to helping with the 

project in some way ð for 

example, a licensed electri-

cian in our congregation is 

willing to help with the wir-

ing of the new home. Any 

professionals or business 

owners willing to donate 

labor and/or materials 

should contact a member of 

the build team or e-mail 

MissionsTrinity@aol.com.  

Finally, anyone wishing to 

donate financially can do so 

at this time. Please remem-

ber to mark any special do-

nations with the words 

òApostleõs Buildó. Thank 

you!   

 

Your Apostleõs Build Team, 

Dick Hu, Jim Van Duzer, 

Lori Willis, Julie Wilson 

Take Part in This Yearõs Apostleõs Build 

Trinity Welcomes New Itõs Newest Members 

Mary Mayhew  is retired, lives 

in North Beach and is the 

mother of Lisa Davis.  She is 

enjoying living close to her 

grandson, John, and brand new 

granddaughter, Julia. A former 

Presbyterian from New York 

State, Karen Mohn  is a dieti-

cian at Calvert Memorial Hos-

pital. She has a daughter in 
college and a son at Plum Point 

Middle School.   

 
We have another òmomó in 

our new member group.  Pam 

Robison moved to the county 

from North Carolina to be 

near her daughter, Michelle 

Mason and her husband Mike. 

She is also retired and comes 

to us by transfer from Black 

Mountain UMC near Asheville. 

With the addition of her lovely 

voice, our Chancel Choir is 

enriched, and she has attended 

some of the womenõs Bible 

studies.  She and her little dog, 

Buckeye, keep her grandsons, 

Michael and Andrew, enter-

tained!   

 
The Stephens family brings 

their children, Katie and Brad-

ley, to our church school and 

youth groups. Randy is with 

the Maryland State Police and 

Julie is a respiratory therapist 

at Calvert Memorial Hospital.  

Last but certainly NOT least, 

we welcomed our friend and 

frequent visitor, Christy Lee  

at the 11 am service. Christie is 

a 4th grade teacher in the 

county, and she enjoys reading 

and has traveled extensively.   

Traditionally, the Lenten and 

Easter seasons have been times 

of preparation for membership 

in the Christian community. 

This year, we were pleased to 

meet with a group of potential 

members during the month of 

March. Happily we welcomed 

the following new members on 

Palm Sunday, March 28.  Wil-
liam and Tammy Parker  

come to us on profession of 

faith from a Baptist back-

ground. They live in Lusby and 

worship with us at the 8 am 

service, with their daughter, 

Katie. Bob and Sharon 

Finlayson , former members of 

a Lutheran church, bring their 

family of three children, two of 

whom are college students.  

They live in Huntingtown.  
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M 
ark your cal-

endars now 

for these up-

coming events. If you 

have questions or to 

confirm your participa-

tion in any of the follow-

ing, please e-mail Mis-

sionsTrinity@aol.com. 

  

Sunday, May 2 - First 

Breakfast ( 8:30-11 am.) 

Join us for a delicious 

breakfast! Donations will 

help to support our 2010 

VIM trips.  

 

Monday, May 3, 7 

pm  - Rev. Rodney 

Aist, Director of the 
Four Corners Native 

American Ministry 

(FCNAM) will be at Trin-

ity to do a presentation 

about the Navajo out-

reach of FCNAM. Please 

plan to come and learn 

more about the Four 

Corners area and the 

Navajo people, spread 

the word and bring a 

friend! Our sister con-

gregation, RoughSide of 

the Mountain is one of 

the churches served by 

the FCNAM.   

  

VIM Team Updates  

Volunteer in Mission 

teams have formed for 

trips this summer, but 

there may still be spaces 

available. If you are inter-

ested in joining a team, e

-mail MissionsTrin-

ity@aol.com.  Cur-

rent information about 

team preparations can be 

found on our website at 

www.trinityumchurch.org. 

mailto:MissionsTrinity@aol.com
mailto:MissionsTrinity@aol.com
mailto:MissionsTrinity@aol.com
mailto:MissionsTrinity@aol.com
mailto:MissionsTrinity@aol.com
http://www.trinityumchurch.org


number of Trinity members 

will be invited to participate 

in brief small group discus-

sions with our consultant, 

Rich Hurst.  These òfocus 

groupsó will help us get 

more in-depth insight into 

our congregationõs òDNAó, 

or what makes Trinity 

unique. 

 
Community Scan.  TAG will 

work with us on preparing a 

òcommunity scanó, helping 

us to better understand 

who are neighbors are, and 

identifying their needs so 

that we can improve our 

ability to offer intentional 

and relevant ministry. 

 

Retreats.  A series of three 

retreats in the fall will help 

us to pull together all that 

we have learned, begin to 

identify priorities, and align 

ourselves with Godõs plan 

and purpose. 

 
As followers of Jesus Christ, 

a people redeemed by His 

precious blood, our eyes 

are opened to see the 

world in new ways.  The 

invitation to us is to line up 

with Godõs plan of salvation 

for humankind and to re-

deem His good creation.  

During this time of visioning: 

sharing, surveying, discern-

ing, and praying for Godõs 

guidance and direction, may 

we be open to sharing with 

others what God has been 

showing each of us, and to 

fresh moves of the Holy 

Spirit for Trinity Church. 

 
With Godõs guidance, we ð 

like those first disciples ð 

also are certain to find some 

ways of being Trinity that 

are brand-new and unex-

pected, and altogether won-

derful! 

 

Charles 

Pastorõs Column  continued from page 1 
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Youth Donate Playhouse to Safe Harbor 

T 
rinityõs youth 

built a play-

house (far right) 

in preparation for their 

mission trip last year. 

The completed play-

house was given as a 

donation to Safe Har-

bor Domestic Abuse 

Shelter for Women & 

Children in Prince Fre-

derick where it now 

sits for the children at 

the shelter to enjoy.  

The playhouse was 
built under the direc-

tion of Billy Higgs. 

Youth Car 

Wash  
 

Saturday, May 22 

@ Trinity 

10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Help us raise money 

for youth missions and 

other projects. Hot-

dogs, drinks, and 

baked goods will also 

be available. 
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  Circle your calendar for a 

special showing of  

 The Blind Side  

Saturday, May 1 at 7 p.m.  

July 5 -9, 2010  
9 a.m.ñnoon  

Follow Jesus on a life -changing adventure with  
Bible stories, crafts, skits, games & songs!  

Children 3 years* - finishing 5th grade  
(*Must have turned 3 by January 1, 2010)  

Register by May 31: $10/child; $20/family  
Register June 1 -30: $15/child; $30/family  

After July 1: $20/child; $40/family  
Scholarships Available  


