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Remembering Those Who Suffer for Christ

* Hassan, an evangelist,
shares the Gospel from a wheel-
chair. He is paralyzed from the
waist down from a gunshot wound
sustained for his testimony in his

hometown of Mosul, Iraq.

* Shi Wei han
guilty in Beijing on 10 June of oper-
ating an oillec

crime: printing and distributing
Bibles at no cost. The young hus-
band and father of two, a diabetic,

is serving a 3-year sentence.

* Sultan was
bent on killing Westerners and
dying as a omar
pectedly met Jesus during a visit to

Jordan. His wife, Rana, became a

believer in Jesus, too ... and was
stabbed and bludgeoned to death
by her own father in August, 2008.
A mother of two little girls, Rana

was 21.

e Pastor Mant
meeting on 2| September where
he believed he would receive offi-
cial authorization for his congrega-
tion, was instead shot five times
and killed by leftist FARC guerillas

in San Jose del Guaviare, Colombia.

. I'n | ate
Muhina, an underground church
leader in Somalia, was shot and
killed by an extremist. Her
oof fenseod?

six Bibles in her possession.

Seg
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November 8 is the International
Day of Prayer for the Perse-
cuted Church (or IDOP). First
organized in 1966, the IDOP has
three stated purposes: to in-

crease awareness of the perse-
cuted Church around the world;
to call to prayer on behalf of the
persecuted Church; and to pro-
mote citizen action on behalf of
communities of persecuted
believers. In the spirit of Mat-
thew 5:44, it also calls for
prayer for those who are them-
selves persecutors, and for
those authorities who them-
selves foment, condone, or
ignore persecution in their

countries.

If you're someone for whom i
any discussion of persecution
seems quaint and overblown, 1

evoking images of Torquemada
and the Spanish Inquisition, or
Christians duking out with the
lions in the Colosseum, I'm
sorry to have to assure you that
oppression for the faith — some-
times very brutal oppression —
is a part of everyday life for
many in the world. In general, it
doesn’t get a lot of coverage in
our media; partly because it
doesn’t play as well as the latest
celebrity scandal or build ratings
like domestic crime outrages,
terrible accidents, or the politi-
cal squabble du jour. | also sus-

(&)

pect that there is reluctance n

because an honest and thorough
reporting of who’s doing what
to whom would violate the
contemporary canons of politi- 1
cal correctness and invite the
displeasure, even wrath, of gov-
ernments to come down on
major news organizations. Still,
the issue is a real one. The fact
that we live in a country which
continues to enjoy broad reli-

gious freedom, and the worst
sanction most of us are likely to
experience for religious expres-
sion is someone’s displeasure or
shunning, should not make us
insensible to what faces our

brothers and sisters elsewhere.

Nor should the fact of persecu-
Hibnsurprise us. Jesus warned
His followers: “If they perse-
cuted me, they will persecute
you.” He also said: “In fact, a
time is coming when anyone
who kills you will think he is
i offetting a service to God.” (John
15:20; 16:2) The apostles who
reaeried the faith to the corners
of the then-known world uni-
formly suffered for their witness
— of which we ourselves are the
remote beneficiaries). Thus Paul
can describe himself as “an am-
bassador in chains” for the Gos-
pel (Ephesians 6:19-20). The
letters to the seven churches in
Revelation cannot be under-
stood apart from the presence
of serious opposition and op-
pression for the witness of the
faithful: “You have persevered
and have endured hardships ...
do not be afraid of what you are
about to suffer ... my faithful
witness who was put to death ...
hold on to what you

have ...” (Revelation 2:3, 10, 13;
3:11)
ave

It continues today. In Sudan,
church leaders have been
burned and macheted, and the
orphans of believers have been

Continued on page 6
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Get Your Next
Newsletter
Electronically

Want to see the news-
letter in full color,
save the church on
postage, and keep the
earth green? Then opt
to receive your news-
letter via email. You'll
be one of the first to
get your news from
Trinity without waiting
by the mailbox. To
sign up for the elec-
tronic version, simply
email churchof-
fice@trinityumchurch.

org or call
410.535.1782 and we'll
add your name to the
growing list!

Deaf

Interpretation
Available at
9:30 Service

Did you know that every
other Sunday at the
9:30 am service we
offer dedf interpretation
of the worship service?
Your next opportunities:

November I, 15 & 29.

Celebrating Joyful Worship

Ringers Needed!

We have openings in our
beginning bell choir. This
group meets at || a.m. on
Sunday mornings in the choir
room. This is an entry level
group - no experience neces-
sary. If you have ever had any
interest in bell ringing but
thought you didn't know
enough about music - this is
the group for you! Ages 6th
grade through adult -

no previous experience re-
quired. For more information,
contact Leah Maloney, mu-
sicdirector@trinityumchurch.

org

Church School

On Sunday, November |5th,
the 4th and 5th grade class
will attend the 9:30 service
with their families.

Starting November 22nd, we
will distribute Board of Child-
care Stockings to the children
in their classes to collect

change for the Board of
Childcare. We will be collect-
ing stockings until Christmas
Eve.

Trinity Church School still
needs teachers to complete
teaching teams in the follow-
ing classes: Pre-K (2 teachers),
Ist (2 teachers), 2nd (2 teach-
ers), 4th (4 teachers), Middle
School (I teacher). Please
pray and search your hearts
to be part of a rewarding
ministry working with the
children and youth of Trinity.

New Members Class

If you’ve been considering
joining Trinity or just want to
know more about our faith,
mark your calendars for the
next New Members class —
Sunday, November 22 at 4
p.m. in the Church parlor.

Ushers, Greeters,
Liturgists Needed

If you have an outgoing per-
sonality or just like to read,
do we have a job for you! We
are always in need of ushers,
greeters, and liturgists for the
services each Sunday morning.
To sign up, simply log onto
our web site at
www.trinityumchurch.org and
click on Get Involved, email
us at churchof-
fice@trinityumchurch.org or
call 410.535.1782.

Altar Flowers & Food
Baskets

Just a reminder that the sign-
up charts for altar flowers and
food baskets are now located
on the bulletin board in the
hallway outside the sanctuary
by the church office. If you
wish to place flowers on the
altar or provide a food basket
to someone in need , please
sign up on these charts.

Blessings, Thanks & Prayers

Our Sympathy to the families of Judy Adams (wife of Nick Adams) and Anne Cox (wife
of Charles, mother of Rick & David) who passed away last month

Ongoing Prayers for Those Who Have Been Hospitalized Over the Last

Mont hé

Agnes Buckler, Jessie Jo Bowen, Tommy Catterton & Anna Mae Denton

Don’t forget to call and visit our nursing home residents .

Calvert Nursing Center 85 Hospital Rd., Prince Frederick, MD 20678: Peggy Sutton
Asbury Assisted Living: Shirely Jacobson (#122AL)
Asbury Nursing Center: Marie Denton, Ed Hayes

Solomons Nursing Center P.O. Box 1509 Solomons, MD 20688: Frances Sherbert
The Hermitage 13325 Dowell Rd., Solomons, MD 20688: Beth Emerson, Joann Dardin
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Holiday Festivals are Right Around the Corner

Parenting Seminar

You are invited to attend the
Focus on Parenting Simulcast
Saturday, November [4 from
9a.m. - 4:30 p.m. at Belair
UMC, 2| Linwood Ave, Belair
MD. You'll find everything you
need to help your family
thrive—every step of the way!
Focus on Parenting™, brings
together the experiences of
Dr. Kevin Leman, Larry Fowler,
Phil Vischer, Elisa Morgan,
Mark Holmen, Ron Luce, Juli
Slattery, and Bob Waliszewski
to bring you the most collec-
tively broad panel of wisdom
and knowledge and insight
which will...

T Equip parents to know
and serve God

T Learn together how to
experience the beauty of God's
design for family

9 Build effective safeguards
in the home

1 Instill Christ-like character
in your children so they can
becomesalt and light in your
family's community. Parents of
children and youth of all ages
are invited to attend. Visit
www.baumc.com for registra-
tion information or call 410-
879-2797. Childcare and lunch
will be provided.

Festival of Trees

The 21st Annual Festival of
Trees takes place November 27
0 29 at Huntingtown High
School. The theme this year is
"The Dream Becomes a Real-
ity" and celebrates the soon-to-
open and long-awaited Burnett-
Calvert Hospice House. Take
part in one of Calvert County's
premier holiday kick-off cele-
brations by purchasing/

sponsoring a Festival

tree. Your tree, along with
over 70 others, will help
transform Huntingtown High
School into a winter wonder-
land at the Festival of

Trees. Be part of the tradition
and the dream - sponsor a
tree!

Other opportunities for in-
volvement include being a
Tree Decorator (a great way
to get your organization,
scout troop or group involved
with the Festival of Trees),
purchasing an advertisement
in the Festival of Trees pro-
gram or sponsoring or donat-
ing items for the 25th Anni-
versary Gala Dinner & Auc-
tion. Contribute also by pur-
chasing a poinsettia in mem-
ory of a loved one or donat-
ing a unique craft item for the
Calvert Hospice Gift

Shop. For more info visit
www.calverthospice.org or call
410-535-0892 or 301-855-
1226. All proceeds benefit the
Burnett-Calvert Hospice
House.

New Bible Studies

Families in Faith is beginning a
new 3-week study on the
Purpose of Christmas by Rick
Warren December 6 down-
stairs in the old Angelus class-
room. For more information,
or to join the study, simply
email Mike Monsma at mon-
sma@)IEEE.org.

Fair Trade Coffee
Available to Purchase

We will be selling 12 oz. bags
of our famous fair trade coffee
in the Gathering Room Sunday,
November 8 between services.
We offer a variety of blends
from dark roast to a mild
breakfast blend. Each bag is
only $7 and you'll be helping
UMCOR’s relief efforts around
the world with your contribu-

tion.

45" Annual Winter
Festival

Saturday, December 5
Il am-6 p.m.

Dinner Menu
Fried Oysters, Ham, Candied

Sweet Potatoes, Macaroni &
Cheese, Green Beans, Apple-
sauce, Hot Homemade Biscuits,

Dessert, Coffee, Iced Tea

Adults $18, Children 6-12 $9,
Children Under 6 Free

Carry-Out Meals Available

Don’t Miss...
Country Store, Gourmet Bake

Table, Attic Treasures, Christ-
mas Décor, Children’s Secret
Shoppe, Nut Shoppe, a visit
from St. Nicholas, and the me-
lodious sounds of Unclouded

Day.

Make plans to attend and enjoy
the good food and fellowship of

the season!
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Free Movie
Night

November’s free movie

night features a heartwarm-
ing story of a family. When
her husband dies unexpect-
edly, a high society woman
is forced to give up her
lavish estate, and plots to
sell the rural Georgia
abode that she still owns
the title to, but is currently
being used as a foster
home. Ester Hobbes' life of
luxury was a transparent
fallacy, a hard truth that
she isn't quite ready to
accept upon discovering
that her late husband died
without a dollar to his
name. Instantaneously
rendered homeless and
penniless, Ester begins
drawing up plans to sell the
one asset she still pos-
sesses - a weather beaten
Georgia home that's cur-
rently housing a handful of
unwanted adolescents. At
first Ester's interactions
with the kids and their two
kindly foster parents are far
from amicable, though in
time connections are
forged. Eventually, she
discovers that faith and
prayer provides her with a
much greater purpose in
life than the almighty dollar
ever did. Rated PG. The
Lost and Found Family will
be shown Saturday, No-
vember 7 at 7 p.m. in the
sanctuary. It’s free. Invite all
of your friends and
neighbors.
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Bulletin
Bloopers

Our youth basketball
team is back in action
Wednesday at 8 pm
in the recreation hall.
Come out and watch

us kill Christ the King.

Next Thursday there
will be tryouts for the
choir. They need all

the help they can get.

At the evening service
tonight, the sermon
topic will be "What Is
Hell?" Come early
and listen to our choir

practice.

Scouts are saving alu-
minum cans, bottles
and other items to be
recycled. Proceeds will
be used to cripple

children.

Potluck supper Sunday
at 5:00 PM - prayer
and medication to

follow.
Ladies Bible Study will

be held Thursday
morning at 10 AM. All
ladies are invited to
lunch in the Fellowship
Hall after the B. S. is
done.

United Methodist Women: Calendar 2009-2010

November 2009

Rachel Circle: No Meeting
UMW: Nov. |1 @ 1:30 pm,
World Thank Offering Pro-
gram/Discuss Winter Festi-

val

December 2009
Rachel Circle/UMW: Joint
Meeting Dec. 9, | lam-1:30

pm Christmas Program

January 2010

Rachel Circle: Jan. 13 @
9:30 am, Church Parlor
UMW: No Meeting
(Executive Council Will Meet —
Date & Place To Be An-

nounced)

February 2010

Rachel Circle: No Meeting
UMW: Feb. 10 @ 1:30 pm,
Church Parlor (Pledge Ser-

vice)

March 2010
Rachel Circle: March10 @
9:30 am, Church Parlor

UMW: No Meeting

April 2010

Rachel Circle: No Meeting
UMW: April 14 @ 1:30 pm,
Church Parlor

May 2010

Rachel Circle: May12 @
9:30 am, Church Parlor

UMW: No Meeting

June 2010
Rachel Circle/lUMW: Joint
Meeting

Our thanks to Linda Lusby
for taking responsibility for
the ECHO dinner in Sep-
tember. Wanda Wells han-
dled October. After that,
ECHO should be in their
new facility, and we'll have
to see how things will be

handled.

Aging with Dignity: Learn About a New Living Will

ter will present a special session on Five Wishes, a new living will that lets you say exactly how

J ennifer Stinson, director of Case Management at Calvert Memorial Hospital’'s Keep Well Cen-

you wish to be treated if you get seriously ill. The presentation will take place Tuesday, No-
vember 3 at 2 p.m. at Olivet United Methodist Church, 13575 Olivet Road, Lusby.

What is Five Wishes?

It is unique among all other living wills and health agent forms because in addition to addressing your
medical wishes, it also speaks to your personal, emotional and spiritual needs. Learn about this new
document that is easy to complete and lets you say exactly what you want.

Why should I fill out

Five Wishe®

Without an advance directive like Five Wishes, you may have no control over important medicalcare
decisions that will be made if you ever get seriously ill — such as whether to give you life-support
treatment or aggressively treat your pain. You may think that your loved ones and doctors will auto-
matically know what you want when you are very ill, but too often that is not the case. Put it in writ-
ing and be sure. Keep in mind also that completing Five Wishes is a gift to your loved ones so they are
not left to guess what you would have wanted.

What makes Five Wisheddifferent from other advance directives and living wills?

Five Wishes is the only advance directive/living will that speaks to all a person’s concerns, not just the
medical and legal ones. Matters of comfort, dignity, pain management, personal and spiritual issues,
family reconciliation and memorial matters are all addressed. It’s also easy to use and understand. It
meets the legal requirements and has been called the closest thing available to a national advance

directive.

Aging with Dignity is a national non-profit organization with a mission to affirm and safeguard the
human dignity of individuals as they age and to promote better care for those near the end of life.
The life and work of Mother Teresa of Calcutta served as the inspirational foundation of Aging with
Dignity. See more at http://www.agingwithdignity.org/
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Missionsfi Making a Difference Locally

Dear TUMC,

Your gifts brought many smiling faces here at Solomons Nursing Center. Our residents en-
joyed the visitation from your church members and the gifts they brought. Your church met
many of the residents’ needs. Some of the gifts may have seemed simple to you, but to them
they are needed items that either they did not have the funds the purchase or they are un-

able to get to a store to purchase.

The Activities Department is so excited by the Bibles that were given. The Women’s Bible
Study group has been using one large print Bible for their group. They would pass the large
print Bible around so that everyone could use it. The Activities Department is putting a few
of the Bibles in a tote to take to all of the church services that are held in the nursing center.
We are so very grateful for the kindness and thoughtfulness that you have shown to our resi-
dents. Thank you for following your heart and remembering the elderly and ill at Solomons

Youth Prepare

Beginning this month

to Help the
Homeless

Nursing Center.

Sincerely,
Penny Brown
Activity Director

Trinity UMC Christmas Ornaments are Back!

eginning in late November, Trin-

ity UMC Christmas Balls will be

on sale in the church office and
in the Gathering Room between services
for $10. Quantities are limited - so don't
delay. Proceeds benefit the Trinity Youth
Summer Missions Ministry.

Prin ce
Marylan

Fredrick,

the youth will be
collecting items for
their Annual Christmas
Day Mission Trip to
DC's homeless. This
year we are collecting
only large and extra
large new or gently
used (and laundered)
coats, sweats, long
underwear, winter
shirts and sweaters,
back packs, sleeping
bags, blankets, travel
sized toiletries, tooth
brushes, fast food gift
cards ($5 & $10) and
individually wrapped
pre-packaged snacks
(e.g. peanut butter
crackers &

gum). Watch for the
shopping cart to
appear in the
Gathering Room. Gift
cards may be given
directly to the church
office or one of the

youth leaders.

We were called to be witnesses, not lawyers or judges.




Pastor 0s

forced to attend religious ma-
drasas (if male) or to become
household servants, virtual
slaves of their neighbors (if
female), with a forced conver-
sion to Islam either way.
Whole Christian villages have
been razed in the Philippines,
sometimes with police or army
officials looking on. Economic
and religious slavery combine in
Nepal for many poor Chris-
tians who, caught in a web of
debt, face a life of endless crip-
pling toil in the brickyards. In
North Korea, even the smallest
meeting of two or three believ-
ers must be held in secret,
under threat of banishment to
labor camps or even death.
Religious and ethnic hatred can
be tied together, as for Pales-
tinian Christians in Gaza or the
Hmong and Karen believers of

southeast Asia.

Some countries are uniform in
their determination to extir-
pate Christianity among their
people, such as Saudi Arabia
and Myanmar — the latter of
which recently jailed two
Christians for publicly praying
for the release of an illegally-
detained opposition leader
under the charge of “insulting
religion”. In other lands, a
more complex situation pre-
vails, such as China, which may
be home to the world’s largest
Christian population, where
churches are still bulldozed and
leaders sent for “re-education
through labor”, but there are
secret believers among Com-
munist Party officials and many
unregistered churches function
as an open secret. India is a
patchwork of states, one of
which (Nagaland) has one of
the highest concentrations of
Christians in the world; in an-
other state, violent attacks by
Hindu extremists wearing or-
ange headbands are common.
Mexican law upholds religious
freedom; but in turbulent Chia-
pas state, Protestant believers

Col umn

are favorite targets of Marxist
guerillas and drug lords.

How should we, as fellow be-
lievers in a free land, respond
to the fact that persecution

exists?

There are some things we must
not do. We must not return
hate for hate, or repay evil for
evil by responding to the perse-
cution of fellow believers else-
where with intolerance of our
own here at home. While we
must tell the truth about the
persecution our brothers and
sisters endure and its motiva-
tions (political or religious), we
should not assume that those
who share the same religious
faith or political views here will
act in the same way. Our task
is both to witness passionately
to our faith in Christ, and to
build bridges of respect and
understanding in our commu-
nity. Third, we remember that
religious oppression is wrong
and must be opposed, regard-
less of who practices it or un-
der what banner it marches —
even (especially!) a so-called
“Christian” one. Fourth, we
must not pretend that persecu-
tion doesn’t exist; we cannot
simply “wish it away” with
good feelings, and we ignore it
at our own peril, and our chil-

dren’s.

What should we do, then?

I. First, we should pray. Pray
for our brothers and sisters
under pressure and attack. Pray
for their persecutors. Pray for
the civil authorities which could
help the powerless, but do not.
Pray for those in a position to
shine the light of truth and
influence international opinion,

but do not.

2. Second, educate ourselves,
learning about those places and
people who are affected by
persecution. There are several

S Uofinkd Rmlpagk 1N g

organizations working to sup-
port believers undergoing trial
that are excellent sources of
information, including Voice of
the Martyrs (www.persecution.com),
Open Doors
(www.opendoorsusa.org), Christian
Freedom International
(www.christianfreedom.org), and

OMEF International (www.omf.org).

3. Third, get involved. VOM,
for instance, has a program
where Christians like you or |
can write to encourage prison-
ers for Christ overseas.
Whether they are able to re-
ceive the letters or not, the
fact that authorities can see
others care and are watching
can make a great difference in
the treatment a prisoner re-
ceives. In many instances there
are ways of sending material
support to families who have
lost a breadwinner to prison,
iliness, or death, or otherwise
lost their livelihood. In addition,
some governments, such as
ours, have a history of inter-
ceding on behalf of persecuted
believers. We should use our
influence as citizens to encour-
age such diplomatic efforts on
behalf of religious freedom to

continue.

Above all, we are called to
love. Richard Wurmbrand
(1909-2001) was a Lutheran
pastor in Romania, jailed by
Ceaucescu’s Communist re-
gime for his faithful preaching
of the Gospel. In his book Tor-
tured for Christ, Wurmbrand
writes with great depth of un-

derstanding:

0The gates of
closed for the Communists. Nei-
ther is the light quenched for
them. They can repent like every-
one else. And we must call them
to repentance. ... Only love can
change the Communist and the
terrorist (a love that must be
clearly distinguished from compro-
mise with non-Christian philoso-

f

or t he F4

phies, practiced by many
church | eader
Many Christians in the West
have no love for those in cap-
tive nations. Proof of it is that
they do nothing for their salva-
tion. @&

By not loving the Communists
and those from other captive
nations, and by doing nothing
to win them for Christ (under
the pretext that they are not
allowed to do so, as if the first
Christians asked permission
from Nero to spread the gos-
pel), Western church leaders
do not love their own flocks
either, if they do not allow
them to participate in this
spiritual battle around the

worl d. o

Strong words, and true.
They humble me, challenge
me, confront me. | hope
they do you, as well. Yet
strangely, they also reassure
me. They bear the stamp of
truth, the stamp of Him who
is “the way, the truth, and
the life”. As we approach
this IDOP, let us be found
standing with our brothers
and sisters facing persecu-
tion in prayer, by learning,
and through advocating and
offering support on their
behalf. And like the Hassans,
the Shi Weihans, the Mari-
ams, and the Pastor Wurm-
brands in all their countless
variations of story and cir-
cumstance, let us resist the
temptation to repay hate
with hate, and violence with
malice, and instead arm our-
selves with the same love
Christ has for us, a love
RYBich as the Paverge n o ¢
change human hearts and
bring courage and peace
even in the face of the worst

adversity.

In Him who is able to keep
us from falling,

Pastor Charles

g
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